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Potterspury Parish Council
Chairman of the Council: Dr Steve Parkin

Clerk: Mrs Jane Spence                           clerk@potterspury.org
228 Park Lane, Northampton, NN5 6QW   01604 587265   www.potterspurypc.org.uk

MINUTES of the meeting of Potterspury Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 11 December 2024 at 7:30pm in Potterspury Village Hall.
Councillors present: Dr S Parkin (Chair), Mrs J Millidge, Mr I Garbutt, Mr R Capps, Mr G Lucas, Mrs J Blunden, Mr S Dring, Mrs C Nagle, Mrs B Silvester, Mr S Norris.
Parish Clerk: Mrs J Spence.
Apologies: Cllr Millidge, Cllr Neubersch.
Also present: Ward Cllr W Barter. One member of the public.
Mr C Coppin, NHW Coordinator and Police Liaison Rep sent his apologies.
	6627
	APOLOGIES:  It was resolved to approve the apologies for absence from Cllrs Millidge and Neubersch.
	

	6628
 
	MINUTES:  It was resolved to approve as a true record the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 November 2024, which were duly signed by the Chair.
	

	6629
	MATTERS ARISING: None.
	

	6630
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST UNDER COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT:
Cllr Lucas purchases on behalf of PC and expenses – Minute 6638(ix).
	

	6631 
	MINUTES ACTION REPORT: Noted. 
	

	6632
	PAYMENTS & BANK RECONCILATION: Cllr Capps checked invoices and payments lists prior to approval and bank reconciliation documents.
	

	6633
	PUBLIC FORUM: 
Mr Veale is concerned about road safety in Blackwell End, which has become more dangerous due to the number of parked vehicles. As there is no footpath, pedestrians walk in the road and many near misses witnessed.  It is very tight for the double-decker buses. E-Scooters drive at high speed.  Safety precautions are required: extend footpath; move grit bin; double yellow lines on both sides. Mr Veale contacted Fix My Street, but no action considered or taken. See Minute 6641(i).

	

	6634
	NHW COORDINATOR & POLICE LIAISON REP: Mr Coppin submitted email report.
Crime figures: October SN 143 (Potterspury 5). 
Local Crimes: 11th/12th November unknown person kicked ground standing lights in Duchess Gardens. 1st/2nd December suspected break-in to High Street property (A5 end). 2nd/3rd December burglary Mays Way property. Nuisance motor bikes and E-scooters being monitored.
Main Crimes: Distraction thefts of mobile phones in Towcester and Brackley – female causing a distraction, covering phones with menu or asking for directions, being loud taking attention away from the phone which has usually been left on a table.
Advice: Keep hold of phones and purses at all times. Install tracking app on phone. Notify bank of loss if phone used for personal banking. Use secure and different passwords. Police increasing seasonal response to drink/drug driving. Email, Text and Phone scams continue.


	

	6635

	WNC WARD COUNCILLORS: Cllr Barter reported an expected £3billion overspend but possible reductions may be made before year end.  Expected Council Tax increase 4.99%. Adverse report on Northants Partnership Homes. A43 Relief Road initial clearance work started.

	

	6636
 (i)

  (a)
  (b)

 (ii)


	PLANNING:
Planning Applications:
2024/4904/PA (Amended Plans/Information) Prior approval for the conversion of an agricultural building to residential use creating two dwellings, with a single storey rear extension (Schedule 2 Part 3 Q). Furtho Lane.  Little apparent change to previous proposal – road widening by 18”.  It was resolved to submit the same objection as previously sent to Planning.
Additional Item: 2024/5529/LBC Listed building consent to amend approved scheme (2024/0041/LBC) by lowering the mezzanine window cill to be at a height of 1.10m to comply to Building Control (Part B) and use the window as a means of escape. 104 High Street.  It was resolved that there is no objection.
Other Planning Matters:
2025/1528/OUT Outline planning permission (all matters reserved with the exception of access) for the erection of six self and custom build properties. Allotment Gardens, Poundfield Road. Presented at the South Planning Committee on 05/12/2024.
Cllr Parkin attended and spoke at the Planning Committee Meeting on 05/12/2024. After 1 hour and 7 minutes of debate (meeting recorded on Zoom/You Tube), an adjournment was called by a councillor so a private meeting of committee members could be held during which they received legal advice. No satisfactory explanation was given ahead of the adjournment, but the reason was later given by the Committee Clerk when the meeting resumed.  Voting followed immediately after the adjournment without further debate or explanation.  

Concerns about:
· The way the adjournment was called.

· The decision being made without any further discussion after the “legal advice”.

· The impression of secrecy and the Committee coming to conclusions privately and not publicly.

It was resolved to write to Anna Earnshaw, Chief Executive WNC, to ask what the legal advice was, the reason for the lack of clarity and transparency and if this has happened in other Committee Meetings.

	SP



	6637
 (i)
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  (b)
  (c)

  (d)

 (ii)

  (a)
  (b)

  (c)
  (iii)

	PLAY AREAS:
Inspection Reports: November-December:

Meadow View: Cllr Nagle submitted email report.
 
Mays Way, Blackwell End, Village Hall: Cllr Skelton submitted email report.
Skatepark Weekly: Cllr Garbutt – weekly inspection reports submitted by email. 
Items requiring attention will be referred to Handyman and PSSC.
Inspection Rota: December-January:
Meadow View – Cllr Neubersch.
Mays Way, Blackwell End & Village Hall – Cllr Lucas.

Skatepark Weekly – Cllr Garbutt.

MV Football Pitch Markings: It was resolved to confirm the small pitch markings should start closer to the entrance end of the pitch.
	JS
JS



	6638
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 (ix)


	FINANCE:
Budget Report: It was resolved to approve the Budget Report.
Bank Balances: Total £80,778.84 (30/11/24).
Lloyds Current: £2,437.88 (30/11/24).
Lloyds Deposit: £55,340.96 (30/11/24).

07/11/24 Lloyds transfer request £13,000 from deposit to current – matures 09/12/24.

20/11/24 Lloyds transfer request £10,000 from deposit to current – matures 23/12/24.

Bank Reconciliation to 30/11/24.  It was resolved to approve.
Receipts: 
Lloyds Deposit: November interest £130.41.

Men For Minds FC: Football pitch hire £160.00
Quotations:
Cllr Norris reported.  Finance Working Group met via Teams on 09/12/24 to discuss the quotations and make the following recommendations.

Grounds Maintenance Contract 2025-2028:
Four companies expressed an interest and were invited to quote.  Two companies quoted. Recommendation based on price, previous good service and local knowledge.  It was resolved to offer the three-year contract to RTM Landscapes Ltd.
Meadow View Play Area Grass Resurfacing:
Four companies quoted.  Two significantly more expensive.  Recommendation based on price and use of turf rather than grass seed. It was resolved to issue the order to RTM Landscapes Ltd.  
RTM also quoted to replace rotten picket fence posts and slats behind yellow barrier.  It was resolved to issue an order to RTM Landscapes Ltd.
Skatepark Concrete Repairs & Drainage:
Three companies quoted for concrete repairs. Recommendation based on price and recommendation from a local Town Council.  It was resolved to issue the order for concrete repairs and drainage channel lids to Millstream Estate Services Ltd.

Meadow View Car Park Steel Barrier Repairs:
Specialist area of expertise. Two companies approached and one quoted.  It was resolved to issue the order to J E Matthews & Sons Ltd.
Tree works near 58 Meadow View:
It was resolved to accept quotation from RTM Landscapes to remove damaged tree with broken limb leaning on resident’s fence.

Rusty Bin Liners: No decision as more manufacturer information required.
Website and Email: 
Cllr Millidge has liaised with Parish Online who offer a managed structured website which complies with ‘.Gov.uk’  It was resolved to proceed with Parish Online.
Budget 2025-2026:

Cllr Norris reported further work by FWG and submitted a recommendation for the final Budget. It was resolved to agree the Budget subject to confirmation at the January PC meeting.
Clerk Office Equipment: It was resolved to approve the purchase of a new scanner.
Payments: It was resolved to approve bank transfers as listed below, checked by Cllr Capps. To be authorised by Cllr Norris and Cllr Parkin
TR no

PAYEE  

Net £

VAT £

Total £

564
J Spence: November Clerk salary & back pay £1234.70, mileage £26.00, office £19.25.
1279.95
0.00
1279.95
565
HMRC: November PAYE £308.60. Employer NI £108.37.
416.97
0.00
416.97
566
A Stockton: Litter picking

100.00
0.00
100.00
567
WNC: Section 50 Licence for VAS

330.00
0.00
330.00
568

DNH Contracts: Dog bins
120.00
24.00
144.00
569
RTM Landscapes: Tree works, ground clearance, herbicide
930.00
186.00
1116.00
570
BP Express: Diesel (Cllr Lucas)
25.01
5.00
30.01
570

Nicholson Nurseries: Tulip tree for Churchyard (Cllr Lucas)

40.00

8.00

48.00

570
Huws Gray: MPM fence repair materials (Cllr Lucas)
57.02
11.40
68.42
TOTAL TRANSFERS

3298.95
234.40

3533.35
DD571

09.12.24 Yu Energy: November Streetlight electricity
280.40

14.02

294.42

DD572

09.12.24 Yu Energy: November Streetlight electricity
28.46

1.42

29.88

DD573

16.12.24 Tesco: Mobile Phone
6.25
1.25
7.50
TOTAL DIRECT DEBITS
315.11
16.69
331.80
TOTAL DECEMBER PAYMENTS

3614.06
251.09
3865.15

	JS
JS

JS

JS

JS

JS
JS

JM

JS

	6639
 (i)
 (ii)

 
	PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS:

VAS Equipment: Section 50 Licence paid with this month’s transfers (TR567).  Licence received for Clerk signature and witnessed by Chair. Funding application submitted to Police and Fire Commissioner Road Safety Community Fund.
Churchyard Memorial Tulip Tree: Cllr Lucas purchased and planted the tree in the Garden of Rest which used to be the wildflower circle cared for by the late Cllr Rod Kilvert.  It was resolved to dedicate the tree to Cllr Kilvert - Cllr Lucas will arrange for a plaque to be engraved.  Cllr Parkin has spoken to Mrs Kilvert who is pleased by the memorial.  Date to be arranged for the memorial plaque to be installed.

	GL

JS

	6640
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 (viii)


	VILLAGE MATTERS 

Mill Pond Meadow: Cllr Lucas report. Sycamore branches over bridge trimmed back. Owl box cleaned out and hopefully will be used by an owl. Mr Hubbard has deepened the pond. Kingfisher on pond.
Defibrillator Monthly Check: Cllr Parkin reported in working order.  
CCTV/ANPR Monthly Check: Cllr Capps reported in working order. However, there is no recording from 7:00am on 11/11/24 until 8:00am on 13/11/24. It was resolved to ask PSSC if there was a power cut and contact Bee Tee Alarms.
Potholes Repairs – Poundfield Road: Positive responses received from Anna Earnshaw, Chief Executive, WNC and Sam Simons, Highways Service Manager.  
It was resolved that Cllr Parkin will draft responses.
Road Safety A5 Watling Street: Fatal motorcycle RTA in October on A5 by entrance to Hobby Fish. It was resolved to contact National Highways on their statistics relating to motorcycle accidents and deaths and possible safety campaigns. 
Gritting – New Precautionary Route: Salt has been seen on High Street.  

It was resolved to monitor future gritting.
Tove Valley FC: It was resolved to approve application from Tove Valley FC to use the large football pitch on Saturday afternoons for the 2024-2025 season. Charge £160.
MVPF Stream Blocked Under Bridge: It was resolved to ask the Environmental Coordinators to clear the blockage.
	JS
SP
JS

ALL

JS

JS

	6641
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 (ii)

 (iii)


	CORRESPONDENCE: Consider as listed and other items received.
Email 11/11/24: Blackwell End road safety. See Public Forum Minute 6633.  It was resolved to contact Helen Howard, Northants Highways to request visit and advice on possible safety improvements.
Email 12/11/24: Paulerspury Resident- concerns on A5 safety and speed.  Clerk to respond with information on historical action by PC and planned contact with NH.
Email 27/11/24: Trees near 58 Meadow View. Clerk to advise leaning damaged tree will be removed.
	JS
JS

JS

	6642
 (i)

 (ii)


	UPDATES: 
Storm damaged fallen oak tree in Oak View leaning on electric pole support cable.  Clerk reported to National Grid. 
Nuisance youths on motorcycles driving across MV playing field, then onto farm field then into MPM nearly fell off bike when trying to drive over bridge when leaving.  Returned Sunday night with head torches appeared to be looking for something.  Next morning an iPhone and petrol can were found in MPM – will be handed into Police.  Tuesday green/white bike spotted hidden under conifer cuttings.  Police contacted and involved.

	

	6643
	Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 8 January 2025 – Village Hall.

	

	
	Meeting closed 9:47pm                                                       
	

	
	JES 31/12/2024 
	


Signed __________________________________________   Date_________________________
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